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Facets of Purposeful Vocabulary Instruction

Provide rich and varied language experiences
« discussion, focused attention on words, being read to, wide and frequent reading

Teach wordHearning strategies
« using context, using morphology (word parts), using a dictionary

Foster word consciousness
+ awareness, interest in words and their meanings, understanding of communicative power of language

Teach individual words
= explicit instruction of important words and groups of related words

|Graves, The Vocabulary Handbook, 2006, p. 5)

Effective Instruction
-5 Explicit instruction of specific words is effective.
* Vocabulary instruction should focus on critical words.
- Effective vocabulary instruction does not rely on defi
» Teaching word parts enhances understanding.
- Different types of words require different types of i
« Active engagement improves learning.
- Repeated exposure is essential.



Impact of Direct Vocabulary Instruction

Percentile rank on test
90

80
70
60
50
40
30
20 |
10

No vocabulary Direct vocabulary  Direct vocabulary
instruction instruction instruction on words
(effect size = .32) related to content
(effect size = .97)
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Effective Instruction
- - Explicit instruction of specific words is effective.

— Vocabulary instruction should focus on critical words.

- Effective vocabulary instruction does not rely on defi

- Teaching word parts enhances understanding.

- Different types of words require different types of i

- Active engagement improves learning.

- Repeated exposure is essential.




. . xplain,
Explicit ode,
prompt,

practice

- from Latin: ex- (“out”) + plic (“to fold”)
- fully and clearly expressed or demonstrated;
leaving nothing merely implied,;

- very specific, clear, detailed




Which Words

Literary
« found in reading and sophisticated speaking
- relatively low frequency

« flustered, rambunctious, velped t
Content-specific MA-”
« necessary for content achievement \3 “Jc-rds

- relatively low frequency ,
- electoral college, algorithm, gerund, photosynthesis

A High-incidence Academic Word List

General academic
« words found in academic discourse (text & speech) & labels for school tasks
- relatively high frequency, wide distribution
« specific, analysis, method, achieve, significant, diagram, journal, learning log

Questions to Consider:

« Is this word unknown?

= Is this word critical to understanding (the particular text, the particular subject matter)?

« Is this a word students are likely to encounter again (in sophisticated language use, in
this particular subject, in other domains)?

« Is this word conceptually difficult (abstract, new concept, multiple meanings)?

= Does this word have high instructional potentia onneclions to other

words, word learning)?
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Questions to Consider:

« |s this word unknown?

« Is this word critical to understanding (the particular text, the particular subject matter)?

- Is this a word students are likely to encounter again (in sophisticated language use, in
this particular subject, in other domains)?

- Is this word conceptually difficult (abstract, new concept, multiple meanings)?

« Does this word have high instructional potential’(morphology, connections to other

words, word learning)?
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Vocabulary
Basic Instructional Routine

1. Introduce the word 3. Illustrate the word with

—  Pronunciation, examples and non-
i T N
spelling, syllabication examples Building Academic Vocabulary
. A Sin-5tep Process
2. Introduce the meaning 4. Check understanding P
= Student-friendly —  Distinguish between
explanation . e:amp:es & non- esss 1. Introduce word
—  ‘Waord part analysis Examples Practice _ .
—  Critical attribute ~  Generate examples P 2. Students generalize meaning
identification = Answer gquestions fm 3. Students create nonlinguistic representation

[— 4. Engage students in word activities
[ducher B Highss, 1031, 75 b Ayt A, i Practice

5. Diseuss words
et B.  Engage student "play™ with words

ow?

(Marzano, 2004)
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Chord

« a line segment whose
- endpoints lie on a circle
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sesquipedalian

adj. describes especially long, polysyllabic words
direst ;»Jmﬁh-'ﬂcwk\j
o sesquipedulivn terms!

morphemic analysis (study of word parts and structure)
- sesqui (Latin, half as much again)
» ped (foot)
- -ian (describes one that is, one who)

Ev:.rgt}»iug that coruscates with
e_-CCulg,cm is vot i]uso Lacto avrous.

Extreme Examples:
- antidisestablishmentarianism

+ pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis
« floccinaucinihilipilification



Vocabulary
Basic Instructional Routine

1. Introduce the word 3. lllustrate the word with
— Pronunciation, examples and non-
spelling, syllabication examples Building Academic Vocabulary
. . A Six-Step Process
2. Introduce the meaning 4. Check understanding
— Student-friendly — Distinguish between
explanation examples & non- ~
P ) examples Massed 1. Introduce word
— Word part analysis P Practice ) st ! '
—  Critical attribute —  Generate examples initial word . tudents generalize meaning
identification — Answer questions sarming 3. Students create nonlinguistic representation
-
o 4. Engage students in word activities
Distributive
[Archer & Hughes, 2011, p. 75; see video examples by Anita Archer, http://explicitinstruction.org/) Practice . Di 4
. iscuss words
all previous
words 6. Engage student “play” with words
o

(Marzano, 2004)




student-Friendly
Explanations

. Characterize word and typical use
<t elfective) - Provide known synonyms

4 efficient <« Explain meaning in everyday language
o this word?) . Emphasize critical attributes
. Explore morphemes and cognates

ich are

Consider compound (earth science text)

Glossary: “a substance made up of atoms of two or
more different elements joined by chemical bonds”
D
Critical Atributes:
9)
. P

. a substance (e.2. Halite or “rock salt”, NaCl)
. made of two or more elements {e.g., sodium, Na % -
o

and chlorine, cly
- joined by chemical bonds

srudent-Friendly Definition Dictionaries:
. CoBuild: http:zzdictionary.reverso.netﬁeng'lish—cobui'.dg
heinle.com

. Heinle's Newbury HOUSE: http://nhd
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Consider compound (earth science text)

Glossary: “a substance made up of atoms of two or
more different elements joined by chemical bonds”

Critical Attributes:

- a substance (e.g., Halite or “rock salt”, NaCl)

- made of two or more elements (e.g., sodium, Na
and chlorine, Cl)

- joined by chemical bonds

1tion Dictionaries:
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Teacher-Created
Contexts

. Develop instructional contexts that
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!AMP'E-S Every Student - Every Time
| models - Short, lively opportunities for students to

interact with words and meanings right away

and over time with feedback
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